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BISHOP ALLEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Minutes of the May 26th, 2009 CSAC Meeting

In Attendance 

Adrian Della Mora

Chester Budziak
Venita Indewey
Denise Williams

Christine Kwiatkowski 
Aoife Humphreys
Krystyna Dix

Mark Stadnyk
Andy Kwiatkowski

Lucie Jabour

Marie Couture

Mary Keenan

Michael Whabi

Monika Czulo

Arnaldo Rodrigues
Danny Ranalli

Kelden Formosa

Margret Brzoza
Art Hileman

1. Opening: 

Meeting opened with a prayer.

Art shared an experience viewing his alumni high school in The Philippines and contrasting the wealth of resources we have to be thankful for here in Toronto in comparison

2. Approval of Minutes from  Apr. 28 , 2009

· Some typos to be corrected

· Specify $200 amount of award 

Motion to accept the minutes of the April 28 2009 CSAC meeting with caveat of changes was moved by Marie Couture and seconded by Aoife Humphrey. 

 3. Treasurers Report

· Marie raised a question about the expenditure on tents for the sports teams.  CSAC had agreed to set aside $500 for the expenditure.  Mr. Della Mora will source the appropriate quality for our expenditure going forward. 

· May Statement filed - $1050.72 on bank balance 

· Jody will be asked to do the audit again this year.

· Marie pointed out this is her last year in the role of Treasurer.  She will attend the first meeting in the Fall and see the audit through.

· Mr. Della Mora will follow up on outstanding expenditure for Dragon boating still to happen.  If this allocation of $500 does not happen it will stay in CSAC budget.

4. Chair Update

· Krystyna Dix volunteered to represent CSAC at the Graduation

5. Student Council Rep Report

· Keldon Formosa provided the update on activities:

· 30 students running for 9 spots on student council

· This Friday, May 29th a Carnival and Civvies day – 4th period is the carnival.  Parents - encourage your children to stay.

6. Teacher Rep Report

· Science Dept – Grade 10 AP students went to Algonquin Park on research projects

· May 22 Science Fair for grade 9 & 10 students in AP programs presented their findings

· Mock trials at Osgoode Hall – won first place (5 years in a row)

· ‘In the Drivers Seat’ Presentation (MADD)

· Sr Rugby lost in quarter finals to Cardinal Newman

· 3 athletes participating in OFSA tennis

· 30 students (BASLO) participated in Board-wide leadership program

· Rollercoaster competition at Canada’s Wonderland – Sr students participated

· Geography Challenge – national student challenge – David Marrello competed and ranked 7th overall in Canada.  Conduct with support of Ms.Giangioppo

7. Principal’s Update

· Overview of activity during year:

· Orientated two principals

· Replaced portables

· H1N1 flu virus scare

· H1N1 Update – followed Board protocol; communication is done at the lead of Public Health

· Changes in ‘lock down’ protocol will be communicated in future student agendas; Mr. Della Mora reviewed the 3 ‘levels’ with definitions and high level protocol; Emergency Lockdown folders will be updated; suggested we might re-label them Emergency Measures

· Portable update – Mr. Della Mora has been soliciting feedback on the environment in the portables.  Some issue re: thermostat controls to be investigated.  Mr. Della Mora will follow up to with teachers about how to ‘regulate’ control of the temperature in the portable.

· Staffing and enrollment progress good – students will have schedules for Fall 2009 by end of June.  1520 students targeted for enrollment next year.  93 teachers on staff.

· Retirements and confirmed changes:  Ms.Sbrocchi and Ms. McCracken will retire at the end of this year (June 2009).  Mr. Koenig will step down as Dept Head in Special Education and remain as teacher.  Kathleen Henderson will take on this role.

· Parent Involvement Template - $500 in Board allocated funds will be used to offset the expense of the newsletter that went out at mid term with report cards.

· Revised school calendar.  Sept.2nd will be a provincial required PD Day before school starts.  School starts the Tues. after Labor Day.  Sept. 3 PD Day.   Feb.12 – only other PD Day in the school year.  This approach will balance out the late start in the school year.

· Focus on in school activities educating student about staying away from drinking alcohol.  MADD came in for an education session.  There a visible representation of the potential danger on the school front lawn – a car wreck. Principal has made pointed announcements on the importance of ‘finishing strong’ and supporting students (focus on grade 12) to make good decisions.  An assembly is scheduled for the grade 12 students to applaud their achievements and to clearly define what is unacceptable and what consequences will be for unacceptable behavior.  Our Community Liaison Officer will attend the assembly to reinforce this message.  Mr. Della Mora will address appropriate conduct including ‘noise levels’ in advance.

· Parenting Workshop notice to be provided to CSAC members.

· Mr. Della Mora thanked CSAC members for the warm welcome during an unplanned and busy transition.   He has enjoyed the experience and recognizes that benefit of the skills of the teachers and how great the students and community are.  His door is always open for feedback and ideas.

8. Adjournment and Next Meeting   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00pm.  

All of the meetings are on a Tuesday and begin at 7:00 p.m. in the library: 

September 29, October 27, November 24, January 19, February 23, May 27. 

9. Open Items

A suggestion was made by to use nametags at the meeting so we get to know one another by name.  Also at each event where parents participate, CSAC members should consider wearing name badges that identify them as CSAC to encourage parents to connect with them and know more about CSAC.

The issue of theft in school was raised.  Mr. Della Mora referred to the ‘prudent person standard’.  Students are now bringing very expensive items to school.  The school will not condone or be responsible for these items.  He encourages student to leave expensive items at home.  Students are accountable for their own items.  When theft occurs the school uses what resources they have to investigate and where possible deal with individuals.  Mr. Della Mora will revisit the time allowed to change and use their personal lockers to see if there are issues with a reasonable length of time given equipment issues and teachers’ approach to lateness.  Bike theft does not appear to be a problem on the campus.  Bikes can be locked up at the front of the school with cameras trained on them.

Alumni Association - Mr. Della Mora suggested that an Alumni needs to be run by an Alumni member.  There was some discussion of the idea of an event to invite Alumni back to the school.  – not school staff. FOBA investigated starting a link on line for an Alumni Assoc. but due to security and confidentiality issues they have not been able to continue this effort to gather Alumni information via the FOBA site. Currently a volunteer maintains the website but everything that goes up are approved by the school’s administration.  Previously there has been some discussion with Student Council about how to collect alumni membership before students leave the school.  Any calendar updates can be posted from the school through Mr.Walker.

School Chaplain delivered 50 obsolete computers to a charity that will go to The Philippines.

