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BISHOP ALLEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Minutes of the January 19 2010 CSAC Meeting

In Attendance 

CSAC



Staff/Students


Others

Art Hileman 


Adrian Della Mora

Janet Weech

Lucie Jabour


Mathew Ziomek

Krystyna Dix




Andy Kwiatkowski

John McCabe


Joanne Evanoff

Venita Indewey

Jen Smoulders


Valerie Devine
Aoife Humphreys





Ela Tkach
Anne Walsh Rieger





John Grassby
Gabriele Kresic





Christine Kwiatkowski
Josie Allen

Chester Budziak 

Maureen Gomes

1. Opening: 

Meeting opened with a prayer.   

2. Minutes from November 24 2009 Meeting 

The October 2009 minutes were not approved at the November 2009 meeting as a quorum of CSAC committee were not in attendence. The October minutes were therfore presented. Anne Walsh Reiger proposed to accept - seconded by Josie Allen. 

Special note on November 2009 minutes. As a quorun of CSAC were not present at that meeting, the minutes cannot be approved. Therefore the minutes will be posted on the website as information only with a note indicating that these are for information purposes only.

3.  Student Rep Report

Presented by Mathew Ziomek
· In December held a variety show which went very well.

· 1st newspaper production from the newspaper club will be coming out soon.

· Camp Olympia – students from various schools come together to learn leadership in their school community. Council has started doing interviews. Previously only BASLO members participated but this year the pool is open to all students with interviews held to select members. Process where student has to submit opinion on why they should be selected. This is then followed by an interview with committee to determine who is selected. Camp is held in April. Currently there are 120 applications for 30 positions. 

· Over the past week students were asked to bring in money for Haiti. Raised $2,200. Other activities ongoing to raisemore funds.  

· The Inside Ride will be held on February 11: this is a stationary ride for child cancer being organised. Students get sponsorship and funds go to research for childhood cancer. Takes approximately 1 to one and half hours only. Both staff and students are participating
4.  Teachers Report

Presented by John McCabe and Jen Smolders
· Dec 7th – Annual Festive dinner held. This year saw an increase in numbers attending. Fed over 300 people. Donations from community, students and staff. Over 50 volunteers from student population participated. Greatly appreciated in these economic times.

· Scope also wants to have a fund raiser for Haiti – more details over the coming weeks
· Physical Education Department: Winter ski trip to Horseshoe was very successful.
· 90 students on ski team this year. Feb 9th championships will be held.

· History Department: March Break trip to Italy as part of the completion to the course in Ancient History. 

· Science Department: Rollercoaster contest – Grade 11 students – students will be selected to represent school

· Dragonboat team will start practice in Spring. 2 teams will represent school at end of June. Appreciation for funds from CSAC for this sport.

· Anti- Bullying committee getting grant of $1500 from Ministry of Education to fund Harmony movement. Will have 30 students with leadership skills take part. Students go to grade 7 & 8 classes in the local elementary schools.
· Music Department – played at senior homes in area. Band preformed at school Masses. 

· Joe Conroy Salesian leadeship retreat – asked for newspaper article to be distributed
5.  Principals Update 
Presented by Mr. Della Mora

· Comment on school trips and procedures: Some trips being promoted (i.e. grad trips) are not school sanctioned. The school will advise parents in the semester one final report card letter.   

· Intention for next year to package Ministry grant proposal application in order to maximize student/community benefit. 

· Strategic renewal update: Handout provided to attendees. Looking at 3 core competencies: Student Achievement, (2) Goverance and (3) excellence in business.  Today’s discussion referenced technologies and how to use them more effectively in our school environment.  Mr. Della Mora welcomed parent feedback that might inform this process.
· Budget consultation feedback:  Letter update on process sent home today and also emailed out. Surevy still open if anyone wishes to take part. 

· Activity Fee Stucture:  Increased last year to $110. Some schools have set fee with option for parents to make discretionary additonal donation to CSAC. There is no set goverance on what portion of the activity fee goes to CSAC. Past experience has seen $10 (of our activity fee) per student assigned to CSAC. Mr. Della Mora will take some time to review the school’s  policy on activity fee in order to present a revised policy. A draft policy will be presented at the next meeting for discussion. 

Venita asked if policy will include review of the process of deciding how the funds are spent. Mr. Della Mora advised that the policy review covers allocation of funds to CSAC only – not intended to review policy of how funds are allocated. 

Lucie Jabour asked the principal is there any concern or complaints that have been made on this issue.  Mr Della Mora indicated there were not any.
John Grassby asked if it is possible to remove the need for CSAC bank account – since money goes in and then out. Is it possible to have funds maintained in school bank account but designated as CSAC managed funds? Mr Della Mora will review and advise. 

Lucie Jabour indicated, if the concern is the bank fees charged to CSAC, that this is now eliminated as we are receiving monthly statements instead of a bank book.  The only cost is the volunteer time of the CSAC treasurer and other CSAC members. 

· Professional Development Day focus: Feb 12 – BA will be focussing on getting to know our student community. A deliberate focus will be placed on how students deal with stress and how we can proactively remove disablers.  A guest speaker on mood disorders will present. Intent is to educate all staff on what to look for and a better understanding of what mood disorders are, treatment etc. and what to do if concerned about a student. Will repeat with students in May – focus on stopping the stigma around mood disorders.

· Grad Wear update: Mr. Della Mora showed some samples of golf shirts in a variety of colours. Grade 12s are going to vote on the colour. Also will have a small representation of students from Grade 9 to 11 to vote for future years. Wearing of Grade 12 colour will be optional. Also considering introduction of lighter ‘yoga’ type jacket in lieu of sweatshirt for all grades.  Intent is to have new grad wear available for this coming semester. 

· Principal Profile : Mr. Della Mora provided a sample three page document summarizing points that may be used to inform this document. However,  this was being seen for the first time by CSAC. Art had also circulated a principal profile which was used previously. 

John Grassby asked that the following sentence be included to indicate that “principal will be a strong supporter of parent involvement in school activities and planning”.

Lucie Jabour asked for there to be an inclusion of reference to ‘a principal who can be open to and willing to add fee based activities after school to reflect a broader range of interest.  

It was proposed that the 2 versions be amalgamated into one and circulated for review and approval. Art will do this and take comments and issues to CSAC for comment.

6. FOBA Update 
Presented by Andy Kwiatkowski

Decided last fall to do a campaign to all parents and guardians in the school. Goal was to raise funds to pruchase items based on list from students and teachers. All parents should have received the package by now.  Andy thanked all involved in preparing envelopes for mailing in December.

Some feedback has been coming back. To date, donations total around $7,300 CDN. The plan is to puchase LCD projectors and mini computers for various departments. All FOBA purchased equipment is tagged as purhased by FOBA.

Up to next Monday,  donations can still be accepted for 2009. A synervoice message is also being sent.

Receipts for donations made will be issued before end of February and will be issued by mail.

Anyone who would like to give ideas or contribute please attend meeting the 6pm meeting on February 23rd.

7. Treasurers Report
Presented by Lucie Jabour

Current statement presented – see attachment A. Date on statement should be 2010 (not 2009).  Also, line 3 should read “disbursed” not “received”. Bank Statements are being mailed to school. Lucie will review process for collecting statements from school with Mr. Della Mora.

The 2 disbursements of $500 each for dragon boating and for outdoor tent/shelter last year will be reallocated in the amount of $1000 for the mood disorder education funds, planned for Spring 2010.

Proposed budget disbursements for the balance of $7,500 were circulated so that the remainder of the funds could be approved – see attachment B. The highlighted items are those already approved by CSAC at October 27th meeting. The unhighlighted items were those to be approved. 

Motion proposed by Andy Kwiatkowski to accept proposed approval of funds – seconded by Venita Indewy. Motion to approve carried. 

8. Any other business    

Art advised that CSAC is looking for volunteers to sit at CSAC table on parent teacher night. Handout to be updated which can be given out that night. Andy requested that this handout which is on the website be reviewed before the next meeting 

Request to list CSAC members separately on attendance list separate to staff, students and others. 

Ela Tkach reported on seminar attended on issues related to teenagers, what and when they start to abuse drinking and addition etc. The speaker was very engaging and CSAC may like to consider having a presentation by this speaker. Initial session was 4 hours but this could be scaled back for possible session or discussion group and could be funded under the grant approval which has been applied for. Ela will email handout etc from this session for review and consideration. 

9. Adjournment and Next Meeting   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:08 pm. Next meeting February 23rd 2010 7pm.

10. Attachments    

A – Treasurers Statement Jan 19 2010
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B – CSAC funding approvals 
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